Tropical Medicine, Calcutta) During the summer of 1943, Bengal was in the grip of one of the worst famines on record for the province, and large numbers of destitute persons flocked to Calcutta, mainly from the neighbouring districts, viz, 24-Parganas, Hooghly and Midnapur. This influx of destitutes continued for several months. As these people suffered from fever and showed a high mortality, an investigation was started on the 25th September, 1943, (Field, 1941 Knowles and Senior White (1930) and Knowles and Basu (1934) , though their data relate to monthly incidence among total malaria. Knowles 
